
The Annual Report 2011/12 
It has been another very busy year for councillors, and 

particularly so for the clerks, with Brenda achieving her CiLCA 

Award after only one year in office.  I would like to thank both 

Brenda and Sue (who compiles the newsletter almost single 

handed) for all the invaluable help they have given me during the 

past year. 

As some of you are aware Council Agendas, Minutes and 

Newsletters are now all placed on the local Otford web-site Otford.net (so ably managed 

by John Hubbard).    The Helpline Directory has also been added and is regularly updated.  

Hard copies can be obtained from the parish office for those without computers. 

We are now twinned with Neufchatel-Hardelot - its residents have a real wish to become 

involved with Otford. Cllr Jane Lawrey has masterminded much of the work involved. 

I summarise below the activities of the Otford Parish Council Committees in the year.  

Planning  

Over 70 applications have been examined and SDC have agreed with 72% of our 

recommendations.  

The planning committees are held twice a month at School House and members of the 

public are welcome to attend. 

 

Highways  

The committee continues to liaise with Kent Highway Services to highlight 

improvements required to ensure the safety of road users and pedestrians.  

They have had the following successes:- 

• Obtaining dropped-kerbs, which have been installed at the shopping parade. 

• KHS have sanctioned our “Village Gateway Project” subject to their conditions 

and scrutiny. 

• Getting Speedwatch up and running and agreeing with the police a further 12 

sites from which it can be operated. 

Services  

The Committee have carried out H&S reviews and Fire Risks of the office, sports pavilions 

and other assets 

• Organised redecoration of the offices 

• Carried out repairs to several fences and replaced the Rye Lane Bus Shelter 

• Organised the Diamond Jubilee week-end activities 

 

Finance  

Savings were made in the year particularly in the cleaning of the public toilets. The 

precept for 2012/13 has increased by 8% over the previous year as we continue to build up 

reserves for the resurfacing of the Car Park and to increase reserves which had been 

depleted following the reconstruction of the pond. 

Cemetery fees have been increased to bring us in line with other cemeteries in the 

locality. 

During the year the Council gratefully received grants totalling £650 from the fete 

committee and £368 from otford.net towards community projects. 

 



Recreation 

The Committee organised a joint venture with the Environment Committee in 

November, staging a “Community Tree Planting” scheme at Hale Lane Recreation 

Ground to enhance the area. 

• Arranged to give Otford Youth Football Club exclusive use of Hale Lane 

Pavilion, who will pay the running cost.  

• Obtained £7,000 of funding grants towards the provision of a “Children’s Play 

Area” at Hale Lane Recreation ground. Having secured these funds an 

application has now been made to a major funder.  

• Dealt with major water damage to the Eric Dilley pavilion following a burst pipe 

in such a way that there was minimum disruption to sports activities. 

• Funded summer play activities by obtaining a grant from Kent County Councillor 

Nick Chard 

Environment 

The Committee have organised a number of working parties this year to improve 

green areas in the village and arranged with McDonalds to pick up litter at the 

cemetery car park and along the Sevenoaks Road at no cost to the parish. 

 

Statement of Accounts 2011-12 
Council income is derived from the parish precept from local residents (collected via 

council tax), fees and charges for the use of council facilities, cemetery fees and 

grants or funding application awards to support activities. 

The Council does not receive any money from either central government or business 

rates. 

Council accounts are inspected by an Internal Auditor and submitted annually to the  

Audit Commission. 

 
 


