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Parish of Otford 

 

Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meeting held on Monday 23
rd

 May 2011 at 7.30 pm in the Club 

Room of the Otford Village Memorial Hall          

Present: Chairman Cllr J. Edwards-Winser, Cllrs. D.G. Cracknell, R. Knight, Mrs. L. Lattimer, Mrs. J. Lawrey, 

Mrs. C. Marsh, Mrs. E. Ward 

 

In attendance: Clerk, Assistant Clerk, PCSO Jane Wright, KCC Community Warden Paul Robertson, C. Cllr N. 

Chard, D. Cllr Mrs M Lowe and approximately 40 members of the public. 

 

1. WELCOME 

Cllr J Edwards-Winser, Chairman of the Parish Council welcomed everyone to the meeting 

 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Cllrs. Mrs. M. Evans, A. Woodrow-Clark, Mrs R 

Fleming, Mr & Mrs R Darby, Barbara Darby and Anne Waite 

 

3. MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 24th May, 2010 were approved and signed. 

 

4. PRESENTATION OF KIRSCH CUP 
The Chairman presented the cup to Billy Callway. Billy who was 17 had committed himself to volunteer 

football coaching on both Wednesdays and Saturdays every week since July 2010.  He had supported all age 

groups during this time and was booking himself the Level 1 Course in his own time to help the children in the 

village.  Billy had also joined the Otford Youth Forum to air his views about football to the Parish Council. 

 

5. REPORT ON OTFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Natasha Caisley the incoming new headteacher read out the report prepared by Peter Denereaz. 

Due to his retirement after nearly twenty years, Mr Peter Denereaz would be handing over the expanding and 

exciting future of the school to Mrs Natasha Caisley who would come to the post in September 2011. 

Mr Denereaz had been constructive in taking the school forward with its vision of turning out happy, tolerant, 

well rounded, respectful and confident individuals who enjoyed challenge and felt motivated to learn. With this 

in mind they had yet another successful year with children gaining grammar school places and others making 

good results for the school of their choice. 

The school was expanding and there would be extra pupils in September 2011 taking it to a two form entry. 

Hence there would only be two years within the school with single classes in September.  

The school had recently entered the district TAG rugby festival and won the Fair Play trophy so the squad was 

off to the Kent finals in June.  

The Year 6 school journey to the Isle of Wight would be enjoyed by those pupils who would be leaving in July 

to go on to put to use all the knowledge that they had learned with the school. 

The school progresses in MFL (modern foreign languages) which had given us an accreditation in French at 

Bronze level and the pupils were conversing with their French pen pals. There had also been a new club opened 

for the pupils after school, a gardening club which had begun with resounding success and improving the areas 

around the site. 

There was a wealth of caring within the pupils at Otford. Recently there had been a collection for the disaster in 

Japan and many other charity events that they got involved in as they realised that there were many people 

suffering around the world. They realised how lucky they were & lucky to live in pleasant surroundings. 

At Christmas there was a ‘new event’ held by the school ‘Carols by Candlelight’ which was very well attended. 

There had been a number of new Governors elected to the school Governing Body thus bringing ‘to the table’ 

perhaps new suggestions and ideas. 
 

 

6. REPORT FROM COMMUNITY WARDEN  
Paul Robertson said that his role was to be a visible presence and to engage with all members of the 

community. He could be seen outside the schools, shop areas, recreation areas and railway station. He attends 

and supports clubs and groups for the young and elderly and supports events around the village. He attends the 

Thursday Lunch Club and gives advice to them on safety and the type of services available to them. He makes 

reassurance visits to the sick and vulnerable and helps residents with a variety of problems. 
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He worked with the young in School projects and gave advice to youths concerning jobs and sports for all. 

Issues that he had tackled included dog fouling, graffiti and litter picking in conjunction with McDonalds. He 

worked with other agencies promoting their services and getting them to network with each other. He reached 

the final of the National Council Worker of the year and was one of the runner-ups. He also made his stage 

debut in the local play ‘The Blitz’  

He thanked Sue, Brenda and Barbara and all the parish councillors for their support and Rod Shelton and his 

team on the Parish Plan and the neighbourhood policing team of Brian, Ben and Jane. 

 

REPORT FROM PCSO JANE WRIGHT 
Jane Wright reported on policing issues over the last 12 months. She had carried out speed checks with 

colleagues from Traffic in the village.  She had also been involved in Safer Plates, leaflet drops, property 

marking and neighbourhood watch meetings and carried out surgeries at various locations within the parish.  

 

 

7. DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT 

District Cllr Michelle Lowe reported that the biggest challenge in the current climate was how to provide 

services year on year with less and less money. This year in recognition of the financial pressures that residents 

were facing SDC had frozen their element of the council tax (Kent County Council - which is the lion's share of 

the total bill had done the same). Sevenoaks had a national reputation for continuing excellence and providing 

value and we were determined to build on this further. How they do this is to share back room services with 

other councils. An example of this is saving £250,000 a year by managing Council Tax and benefit services 

with Dartford Borough Council. Over the next four years they plan to open up many more joint working 

opportunities so that they can continue to provide excellent front line services, such as weekly rubbish 

collection, while still making huge savings. The council was also 100% committed to protecting the valuable 

greenbelt surrounding us here in Otford. The newly agreed Local Development Framework significantly 

strengthened the protection of the greenbelt. SDC were also pursuing energy efficient measures for the council's 

buildings and looking at alternative energy production. One piece of good news for our communities was that 

the SDC Leader had allocated £150,000 a year towards a community chest. This was money that SDC did not 

expect to have so it had been put away in a separate pot for members to bid for money for projects in their 

wards. It worked like the County Councillors members allowance. So if there were any projects in the village 

where 90% of the money had been raised and were a bit short for those remaining few thousand the District 

Councillor should be notified and they could make a case for accessing some of the cash. 

 

8. PARISH PLAN 

Rod Shelton reported on The Parish Plan as follows: 

If you don’t know where you’re going – you’ll never get anywhere. Making plans is an integral part of our 

daily lives. We do it all the time. You don’t go down to the shops unless you know there’s something you want 

to buy. Could you imagine closing your front door, without knowing where you are going to. Of course not and 

in just the same way, our society needed to have some idea of what direction it was heading. Otherwise we 

would simply stand still. An old Latin motto states  Non Progredi est regredi.  Which is not to go forward is to 

go backward. That’s why our Parish plan had been prepared. We must move forward toward the goals we 

wanted to achieve. It showed where we want to get to and it suggested practical ways of getting there. 

It examined all those things we have got concerns about: our safety on the roads, local social issues, our village 

economy, our green footprint.  It also looked at our health and asked how we were going to cope as we got 

older – and of course, it looked at how we could care for our village and its valuable heritage. 

There was nothing wishy-washy about it. It was not just a bunch of ‘blue-sky wants and wishes’. The Otford 

Parish Plan was quite a balanced and practical document. It stated, as simply as possible, what you, the 

electorate had identified as your concerns and suggested what we could do about it. 

Where’s all the money coming from to do all this? Well, it was likely that, if we were shrewd about what we 

ask for and how we ask for it, the Lottery would often be a great help. Of course it all depended on the type of 

project that needed funding. We, the parish, had been given a professional ‘funding buddy’ whose job it was to 

advise us and help us make applications that bring results.  Believe it or not, there was still a considerable 

amount of finance out there and it is hoped they would be able to help us to find our way to it. 

Of course you can sit at home all day and do absolutely nothing. No one would notice. The great British cop-

out they call it. And then you can complain at everything that isn’t to your liking and say it’s someone else’s 

fault. That’s your right after all. You pay your taxes. Who says you have to do anything to help anyone else? 
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Alternatively you can give a helping hand now and again. It doesn’t take much effort, just a different attitude, 

that’s all. And that’s what being a part of a community is all about. Certainly that’s what being part of the 

Otford community was about. 

We have a plan. It won’t be down to the parish Council or your local MP to carry it out. It’s a road map for all 

of us to follow. And when more than one person puts their shoulder to the wheel, its amazing how quickly that 

cart can start to move forward.  

The coming years weren’t going to be easy for any of us - let alone those of us on a pension. If we don’t help 

ourselves, then we can’t expect anyone else to come to the rescue. So don’t say ‘it can’t be done’.  Usually it 

can if you set your mind to it.  With a Parish Plan to act as our guide, the glass can always be half-full. Just 

never take NO as an answer. 

We’ll get there.  There’s always a way. 

 

9 HIGH STREET SHOPS REPORT 

Toby Skinner gave a report as a representative from the High Street Shops. He emphasised that the survival of 

the current shops relied on the village using and supporting them on a regular basis and looking here first before 

going off to Bluewater or elsewhere. Every support should be made to keep the quality of shops we had to 

protect the attractiveness of the village as a place to live and work. 

 

10. SCOUTS,GUIDES,CUBS,BROWNIES REPORT 

Jane Woodrow-Clark reported that Guiding in Otford was thriving with the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides 

enjoying varied programmes. All three units continued to be full with waiting lists. 

Last October saw their Centenary come to a close, after a wonderful year of special experiences, with joint 

celebrations at Oak Hall with all the Kemsing units. Over 200 members from Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, 

Senior Section, Leaders and Trefoil Guild walked up Greenhill from Kemsing and enjoyed a campfire, firework 

display, hotdogs and a live national link-up for the renewal of promises. 

The Brownies and Guides had attended three Church Parades in the last year – one at the Methodist Church and 

the Remembrance and Civic Services at St Bart’s. 

They had always been very well supported by the people of Otford, for which they were very grateful.  The 

Brownies and Guides ran their annual Christmas Post Service delivering cards in Otford village.  £407.80 was 

raised from the sale of stamps and donated to Spring House Family Support Centre, Sevenoaks and the Make-

A-Wish Foundation. They had also been taking part in the Tesco and Sainsbury’s voucher schemes and would 

like to thank everybody who has saved vouchers as this allows the groups to provide experiences and 

equipment for the girls that they may not otherwise be able to afford. Their next event in the village was selling 

teas and cake at the village fete so a request was made to go along and enjoy some refreshments served by the 

girls and leaders and admire the table decorations made by the Brownies. 

In addition to the weekly activities, both the Brownie and Guide units had been on residential trips this year, 

which was always a highlight for the girls. The groups would like to offer Guiding to more girls in Otford but in 

common with other areas we need more adult volunteers to be able to do this.  

 

11. HERITAGE CENTRE 

Cliff Ward reported on the Heritage Centre. Since 1999 the Otford Heritage Centre had continued to provide an 

overview of the history and heritage of our unique village to visitors and locals alike.  The number of visits 

continued to stand at c1,000 per year.  Admission is free, but donations over the year have reduced, in common 

with other similar museums in Kent.  A sign of the times? 

The Management Committee, chaired by Sir Mike Bett had met twice in the year, while the various Sub-

committees had met as and when required.  They were pleased to welcome Elisabeth Lindsey as Chairman of 

the resurrected Education Sub-committee, and with her experience and expertise looked forward to improving 

links with local schools. 

Stewarding was undertaken by a faithful band of volunteers, but Lady Rachel Stainton and her legendary 

powers of persuasion were sorely missed.  New stewards would be most welcome – a congenial task plus a cup 

of tea on occasional weekend afternoons. Scripts were available! 

The displays were limited only by the space available, and it was aimed to change the temporary ones twice a 

year. The displays marking the centenary of the Girl Guide movement and the ninetieth anniversary of the 

Women’s Institute had been removed, and displays of Ever Ready dry batteries had been installed, which 

lightened our darkness especially in wartime, and ‘the village hardware shop’ which rendered visits to 

Sevenoaks infrequent for most people in the days when few had cars, had been installed.  While the Romano-
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British pottery from the Frog Farm Cemetery is undergoing specialist examination, the space had been filled by 

a selection of mementoes, mainly ancient potsherds, ‘won’ during a visit to Israel, to show the universality of 

the ceramic tradition. 

A selection of photographs showing the village ‘then and now’ proved we still had much worth protecting from 

unscrupulous developers. The new Parish Plan concurs heartily. 

In conjunction with OPC, discussions had continued over possible ways to provide additional display/storage 

accommodation, without which there was little prospect of significant improvement to the scope and standard 

of the Heritage Centre exhibition. 

The reduction in income from donations had been mentioned, but the Heritage centre, as it stood, continued to 

be viable. However, any expansion was dependent on acquiring additional funding, in additional to levying an 

admission charge, which it was considered an enhanced display would fully justify. 

The OHC had charitable status by virtue of its membership of the Charities Aid Foundation, which acted as 

banker, hence the Audited Annual Accounts were submitted to the Charity Commissioners. 

Following discussions with, and encouragement from, the Kent Museums Service of which the centre is a 

member, it applied to the Museums Libraries & Archive Association (MLA) for accreditation as a museum, the 

benchmark of professionalism “in the trade”. A detailed application was submitted and a reply had been 

awaited.  However, the MLA is being ‘axed’ under government changes, and it now looks as it would have too 

start all over again in the autumn under a new regime, as the goalposts have been moved! 

From our membership of both the Kent Museums Group and the Association of Independent Museums liaison 

is gained with museums throughout Kent and advice and access to technical and other meetings, the latest on 

last Friday being a half-day workshop at Chatham Dockyard on ‘Advocacy’, or, bluntly, making the most of 

what we’ve got!  The Roman lozenge brooch was accepted as one of 53 exhibits in a professional museum 

exhibition which toured Kent for six months and it arrived back safely. 

The ”Picture of the Month” exhibited on the end wall is commended, which is a fleeting showcase for some of 

the considerable artistic talent within the local community.  It is aimed to provide an Artists’ Corner, a more 

permanent display providing glimpses of a wider cross-section of the pictorial scene past and present, and also 

some of the fantastic needlework which appears all too briefly at occasional exhibitions in the village.  

OHC is still keen to acquire artefacts, art, manuscripts and publications relating to Otford, so a request was 

made for these. Space is a real problem, so the centre may have to say, ‘no’, and if so please parishioners 

should not feel affronted. Instead they might consider giving a donation towards the storage space which is 

needed. 

But donation or no, parishioners should come and have a look round – it’s their village! 

 

 

 

12. OPC CHAIRMAN’S REPORT. 

Cllr John Edwards-Winser reported that it has been another very busy year for councillors, and particularly so 

for the clerks, with Barbara leaving in December and her replacement Brenda having to hit the ground running. 

The parish office had continued to streamline its communications by sending the majority of correspondence, to 

councillors and external bodies by email. In this way minutes, agendas and various other documents, including 

many SDC documents are received - but fortunately (for the moment), OPC still receive planning documents 

from SDC on paper. Just as well because the plans are difficult to look at on-line. Council Agendas, Minutes and 

Newsletters are now all placed on the local Otford web-site from within the Parish Office. With an ever rapidly 

increasing workload, space in the office is at a premium ways are being investigated to expand both the Office and the 

Heritage Centre. Otford, this year as well as in the past has long been well-served by volunteers; without listing 

them all, the continuous work of Newsletter deliverers and the Luncheon Club come to mind. As do the fete 

committee and the various sport's clubs. There are many others, so forgiveness was asked by those not mentioned.  

Planters and other floral areas around Otford are also quietly and efficiently maintained (although the one 

outside the Chemist is in need of renovation) and are invaluable in brightening up the village. The move towards 

Twinning with a French village would be mentioned later, and again much work has gone into this. Neuchatel-

Hardelot is a delightful place to visit. They have a real wish to become involved with Otford and visited us the 

previous Tuesday for art and walks and a pub lunch. In the past two years Otford has researched, prepared and just 

published its Parish Plan as detailed by Rod Shelton, and Rod was thanked for his chairmanship of a project 

that comprised the considerable task of questioning all residents, analysing the replies, and preparing the final 

document.  He was ably assisted by a group of helpers from a cross-section of residents from the ENSW of the 

parish and included parish councillors. Finally all the councillors were thanked for their support and trust in 
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electing John as their new chairman as well as their continuous work on behalf of Otford, most of which goes 

on in the background and is largely unheard and unseen. Most of all the clerks were thanked for their work and 

dedication often under demanding conditions. 

 

 

13. RECREATION 

Cllr. Richard Knight reported on the work of the Recreation Committee.  

He said that ‘Communitas Apta et Strenua’ could be our motto as it meant “A fit and active Community”. 

It fitted in nicely with the part of the Parish Plan entitled ‘Encouraging a fitter Community’. He said that this is 

what OPC was about and what we were facilitating. The Committee oversaw and reported to the Parish Council 

on the following:  High Street Recreation Ground, Hale Lane Recreation Ground & Pavilion, Chalk Pit, 

Allotments (OAA), Youth development, Children’s Play Areas, Sporting and Leisure Activities, and Otford 

Sports Association (OSA) 

The Committee frequently had to consider and strike a fair balance between the needs of the different sporting 

activities, parishioners and other groups, who might, on occasion, wish to use any of our facilities.  

He reported that it had been a busy year. 

The main achievement had been the revival of the Otford Sports Association. The constitution was rewritten 

and stalwarts from the community were persuaded to become the principal officers of the Association. 

He gave thanks and appreciation to; Anne Waite (Chairman), Kay Drake (Secretary), Nigel Snell (Treasurer), 

Mike Roffey (Public Representative) and Mary Evans (OPC Representative). 

Brian Thomas had been appointed “Ground Maintenance Supervisor”. He represented our interests and reported 

to the Parish Council on the state of the recreation grounds, their facilities and the necessary work needed to be 

carried out. He thanked him for the diligent way he had carried out this task. 

He then reported on the on-going activities. 

The Committee had had various meetings with Youth Workers, Sevenoaks Town Council and Otford Youth 

organisations, to help create a Youth Forum/Council. It was in its embryonic stage but it was hoped that it 

would move forward.  Repairs to the Hale Lane Pavilion had been largely completed. A preplanning application 

had been sent to SDC, to put a modular building at the Hale Lane recreation ground for use as a Youth Club. 

Grants would be needed. This would enable the pavilion to be used by Otford Youth Football Club. They would 

have the sole responsibility, for the care, maintenance and cost of running it. A Community Tree Planting 

scheme would take place at Hale Lane in the autumn.  The Council would be considering the installation of 

children’s play area at Hale Lane. He gave thanks to Rod Shelton who had given us enormous assistance with 

the proposed developments at Hale Lane Recreation ground. He had liaised with the local residents, researched 

various sources of funding and offered guidance and useful suggestions and he thanked his colleagues, 

Charmian, Linda, Mary, and Doug, Pauline and Barbara from OAA, for their help and contributions to the 

committee. 

He then reported on the Model Solar System, the brain-child of David Thomas who sadly died last autumn, but 

his legacy lived on. Tremaine Clinton had taken on the task of maintaining the planets and mowing their orbits 

closest to the sun. He had struggled a lot this spring with a troublesome mower. He was pleased to report that a 

new mower had been bought, with the help and thanks of a grant from the Fete Committee.   

Cllr. Charmian Marsh then reported on her special responsibility on the Recreation Committee which was to set 

up, and maintain, lines of communication between the young people of the village and the Parish Council and 

to suggest ways of improving facilities for them. Chris Hennis of Playplace was to provide activities on the 

High Street Recreation Ground during the second half of the summer term on Tuesdays and Thursdays and he, 

in collaboration with West Kent Housing Association and Kent Youth Services, would run a programme for 

youngsters all day on 25th August. For this work a grant of £1,000 had been obtained from our Member, Mr. 

Nick Chard. A Youth Forum was started in November 2010 with a second in February and there would be 

another one on 23rd June. Although the number of participants was currently low, it was hope that it would 

increase at each meeting. Their representatives were welcomed to the meeting.  The Recreation Committee was 

also working to update and enhance the Hale Lane (West Otford) Recreation Ground. North West Kent 

Countryside Partnership, with the help of the community and the Parish Council, would be planting hedging on 

the northwest boundary, four larger trees with benches around and bulbs. The Big Lottery Fund and the Village 

Fete Committee had given us grants towards this. The Committee was working to find a grant for the remaining 

£500 (approx) and with the help of the Parish Plan Steering Committee intended to update the toddlers 

playground. 
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Mrs B Hine reported on Otford Allotments. There were 79 tenants working 103 plots covering 530.5 rods (1 

rod being approximately 5.5yards or 30.25 square yards) which roughly accrued to 3.5 acres. Tenancies 

changed quite rapidly over the period of an allotment year and 2010/11 was no exception. She was pleased to 

report that all plots were let and there was no waiting list. Most of the plots were properly managed although 

some casual plot-holders had to be watched. One plot is managed by a tenant who is registered as deaf/blind 

and whose plot is beautifully managed. The Open morning would be held on Saturday 23
rd

 July. She thanked 

the Parish Council for their continued support. 

Mrs K Drake reported on the Otford Sports Association. The Otford Sports Association had managed the 13 

acre High Street Recreation Ground on behalf of the Otford Parish Council and the Sports Clubs that use it for 

the last 35 years. Unfortunately over the last year or so its membership dwindled and the Chairman of the 

Recreation Committee, Richard Knight, invited various parishioners to join the Committee and revive it.  

According to its Constitution the OSA had to hold 4 meetings a year and an AGM.  A full Committee 

comprised the Officers, ground Maintenance Representative and at least 1 Representative from each of the 

affiliated Sports Clubs. The following Clubs are affiliated: 

Otford United Football Club (3 teams) 

Otford Colts (1 team in Orpington & Bromley League) 

Otford Youth Football Club (3 teams & coaching sessions on Saturdays and Sundays throughout the year) 

Otford Cricket Club (3 senior teams & a youth section of over 150) 

Otford Lawn Tennis Club 

Otford Table Tennis Club 

Otford Indoor (Short Mat) Bowls Club 

Otford Petanque Club  

It was hoped to amalgamate both Otford United Football Club and Otford Youth Football Club later this year, 

under the Otford United banner, although the existing clubs would maintain their respective committees 

meeting once a month for updates and progress at grass roots level. 

The revived OSA met for the first time on August 19 2010, since when it had met on   18.10.10, 19.1.10 and 

held its AGM at the end of March.  The next meeting was scheduled for 6 July, after which it was hoped to 

restrict meetings to 4 per year. 

During her time as Secretary Mrs Drake had been involved in re-drafting the Constitution, Grass Cutting, Pitch 

Responsibilities, the AGM, and paperwork.  On behalf of the OSA she thanked Cllr’s Richard Knight & Doug 

Cracknell for all the time and effort they had put into re-drafting the Constitution and Pavilion Constitution, 

although the Pavilion Constitution was yet to be finalised and approved by the OSA. 

One of the main topics for the OSA had been the cutting, upkeep and maintenance of the grass on the 

Recreation Ground.  They say you don’t appreciate what you’ve got until you lose it and this can truly be said 

of Dave Knell who made it his life’s work, in retirement, to loving tend all 13 acres of grassland.  He kept the 

grass in a superb condition and was on hand, virtually, daily to ensure it was not abused and all in a voluntary 

capacity. Since his retirement, however, it had fallen to the various Clubs to both organise and pay for grass 

cutting, tending, and marking out and this Season had experienced  particularly difficult weather conditions – a 

lot of early Winter snow followed by a very, very dry Spring forcing the fixtures list to continue well into May. 

All the Clubs were dedicated to ensuring that their pitches were not abused by playing on them when conditions 

were unsuitable and a great deal of time and effort, as well as money, was spent on the pitches.  It was not in 

their interest to use the pitches unless they were ‘playable’ and the OSA were lucky enough to have a qualified 

Football Association Referee to make the ultimate decision as to whether play can take place or not, if called 

upon to do so.   

One of the major problems on the Recreation Ground was that of dog fouling and despite notices, and threats of 

prosecution, irresponsible dog owners continued to allow their dogs to defecate without picking up after them.  

If anyone had a solution to this perennial problem the OSA would like to hear from them. 

Otford was extremely lucky to have such a vibrant sports community with dedicated individuals giving so 

generously of their time to ensure that a wide variety of sports regularly take place and the OSA would like to 

thank them, on behalf of the Village, for all that they do to ensure that young people can continue to participate 

in sports at very little cost. 

 

 

14. PLANNING 

Cllr. Martin Whitehead read a report compiled by Cllr. John Edwards-Winser 
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The Planning Committee met regularly on alternate Wednesday mornings at 9.15am in the Parish Office. The 

regular members of the committee were Councillors Tony Woodrow-Clark, Doug Cracknell, John Edwards-

Winser, and myself Martin Whitehead. The Committee is supported by the Clerk, Brenda Hambrook who 

provided us with details and plans of the applications, to enable the committee to give due and careful 

consideration to the recommendations that the Parish Council provided to Sevenoaks District Council. 

These were not closed meetings, they were open to any resident of the Parish to attend, especially if they had an 

interest in, or concern with, an application before us and from time to time this did happen. Indeed, the 

committee regularly welcomed the attendance of the Village Design Statement editor, and former Parish 

Councillor, Mr.Rod Shelton, who nowadays represented the Otford Society.   

The committee work closely with District Councillors to ensure that new developments were as properly 

controlled as possible. Together these various members provided a breadth of experience and knowledge of the 

village which enabled the committee to reflect the best interests of the majority of residents in accordance with 

planning law and guidance. To this end the Clerk did an excellent job in resolving our views and comments into 

a succinct form of words which did justice to our opinions, and hopefully those of parishioners as well. 

Since May of last year there had been 64 planning applications submitted for comment, the great majority being 

for extensions and alterations of existing property. There had been fewer applications this year for 'in-filling' or 

'garden-grabbing'. The committee had no objection in principle to 58 of the 64 cases but recommended refusal 

of 6 with detailed comments. Of those 64 applications the District Council were in agreement with 56 of our 

recommendations, and there were 8 refused. 

Some applications were controversial and prompted much comment from residents, one in particular being the 

proposal to extend the existing Sainsbury's store and erect a car park decking over the present one.   From the 8 

refused applications, there were 3 planning appeals, 2 were allowed and 1 rejected. 

Finally – the Fort Halstead Working Group had not had to meet since the SDC Local Development Framework 

document effectively put the lid on any housing development at Fort Halstead.  It stated that SDC were able to 

meet their housing requirement without compromising the Green Belt or requiring 1000 houses at Fort 

Halstead. 

 

15. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 

Cllr. John Edwards-Winser reported on the F&GP Committee. 

Last year the precept was increased by 2.5% to allow for inflation and the gradual increases in work the council 

undertook. This year it had been increased by 18% to take account of resurfacing the car park, but this would 

still leave a shortfall, so the work would not be carried out this Financial Year. Cost saving measures were 

being implemented in other areas, and cemetery revenue had been increased. The pond repairs were thankfully 

finally completed and the cost was close to the estimate given. This year however, there would be some 

unexpected expenditure on the pond willow trees as well as other trees around the parish 

The public toilets remain an expense, although a worthwhile one. It is hoped that this year OPC would be able to 

carry out some decoration and insulation work. The cleaning contract had been changed from SDC to a private 

company and had substantially reduced the costs. 

Vandalism, theft and graffiti remained problems, although the occurrences of graffiti were reduced. Graffiti had 

become less frequent, and deputy clerk Sue and Paul, our Community Warden, clean or paint over it soon after 

it appeared. This lessened the inclination of those responsible to repeat their actions. Litter was a constant problem 

everywhere, but Mr Still regularly collected litter and emptied the bins - but he could not cover the entire parish at the 

same time and therefore some areas had to be specially cleaned, sometimes by councillors. The cemetery had been 

updated with a new wider path and fees were put up in April so that they were in line with similar facilities in 

neighbouring towns and villages.  Brian Thomas sympathetically oversees arrangements on-site and he was thanked 

for performing this difficult task. 

School House (the Parish Office) still continued to be of great value to Otford, as a point for information, an office for 

the clerks and the Community Warden, and a drop-in point for our PCSO, Jane Wright. It provided a facility for 

both our PCSO and Community Warden to hold surgeries.  The parish council also pays for an advisor from the 

Citizen's Advice Bureau to hold a surgery for residents each month. And it also houses the Heritage Centre. 

The buildings had to be maintained of course, and apart from sundry repairs, most of which were carried out at 

minimal cost, last year's expenses included refurbishment of the Hale Lane changing rooms. 
 

 

16. HIGHWAYS  

Cllr. Richard Knight reported on the Highways Committee. 
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The highways committee met 6 times a year. Unlike other Parish Council committees the Highways committee 

must refer all requests and problems relating to roads to the KCC Highways Department, and it was they who 

decide what, if, and when, work would be done. All requests compete for priority with others from the 

Sevenoaks District for the limited money available. This year there was an unusually large amount of snow, 

coupled with a long spell of sub-zero temperatures and it seemed that unlike many other parishes the roads listed to be 

salted were done efficiently.  Otford also benefited from work by SDC to make safe the footways in the centre of 

the village. The committee had been informed that all parishes would be consulted on the areas to be salted in future, 

and await the document.  It was worth mentioning here that the salt bins were for highways and footways only – it was 

illegal to remove the salt for garden paths or driveways. All major matters raised by residents concerning roads had 

been passed to the Highways Department, and together with the Parish Plan (highways group Chairman) there 

had been two meetings with the Highways officer responsible for this region.  Unfortunately a promised follow-

up meeting had not materialised due to the officer moving office and not leaving his forwarding contact details.  

However, he had recently been tracked down and the committee was trying to arrange a meeting. Unfortunately the 

promised review of speed restrictions on all roads in West Kent was cancelled as a cost saving measure.  The rest of 

Kent had already been reviewed and speed limits for the majority of roads remain the same. Of the rest, most 

have had speed reductions but a few had seen increases in the speed limit. The Sevenoaks District 

Transportation Plan for the next 16 years had been agreed in conjunction with Kent Highways. This lengthy 

document was available on the web, and was part of the LDF. It was a valuable source of information on our 

roads and indicated what Parish can hope to see in the future. As some will know to their cost, the Police had been 

active in enforcing traffic regulations in Otford this year, assisted by PCSO, Jane Wright, and the Parish were 

actively pursuing “Speedwatch” which could be operated by locally trained residents. The committee were keeping 

a watchful eye on any increase in Rye Lane usage due to the “Ryewood Meadows” development at the West Kent 

Cold-Store site. 

Despite the frequent wet weather last year, the potholes and cracks were repaired or sealed in the car park. Some re-

painting of the white lines had been carried out by Brian Thomas and Norman Catt, but the total re-surfacing still 

remained to be done. The M25/26 East facing slips at Chevening had been placed on the back burners by both 

KCC and central Government and as a result the J5 slips group has not held any meetings for at least 9 months. 

 

17. SERVICES 

Cllr. Mrs Jane Lawrey reported on the Services Committee. 

The Services Committee had continued to pick up items not covered by the other Committees of the Council. 

The Council with the support and co-operation of parishioners was working hard to make the village attractive 

for everyone to enjoy. A request was made not to drop litter in any part of the village – or even beyond its 

confines – and if any discarded litter was found then pick it up and dispose of it. A litter clearing morning, 

inviting you to join the Councillors in various areas around the village picking up litter, followed by a picnic 

lunch on the Recreation Ground, but was sadly abandoned due to the demands of Health and Safety red tape. 

Those who do keep our village clean and tidy, pick up litter, provide and maintain flowers in the planters, look 

after grass verges and make front gardens attractive were thanked. Perhaps everyone could all do a little more. 

Dogs should not foul the pavements and other communal areas. This was a big problem on the Recreation 

Ground and all dog owners must be responsible for the behaviour of their own dogs if we are all going to be 

able to enjoy the Recreation Ground, as it was intended. As responsible adults the Public Toilets in the Car Park 

should also be respected. 

The remaining bus shelters in the village should be in good shape and the Parish Notice boards that need 

attention would be refurbished later in the year, when the weather deteriorated. 

The Parish was much indebted to David Thomas, who sadly died last year, for his legacy to the village of the 

Solar System Model and are most grateful to Tremaine Clinton for mowing the orbits and generally keeping an 

eye on the Planets. The Solar System Booklets were now available at £3 a copy. 

The Manual of Emergency Services, advising on how to deal in the first instance with any major emergency 

which may occur in our village, had been distributed to all Councillors and the Council continued to take good 

care of the Parish Council Office Building and Heritage Centre, including updating electrical, fire and smoke 

alarm checks. The Otford Help-lines Directory was available on the website otford.info/parishcouncil. Also 

there was a useful list of activities  to do in Otford. The Parish office should be notified of any changes so that it 

can be updated. 

Thanks were given to Sue Stephenson, our Deputy Clerk for producing the Parish Council Newsletters and also 

to those who kindly deliver them around the village. The committee hoped they were informative and useful. 
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The April Newsletter and in the Parish Church magazine detailed that a coach would be visiting Hardelot, the 

twin town in Nord-Pas-de-Calais, northern France, near Boulogne on Sunday 12 June. 2 vacancies had arisen 

for anyone intent on joining in. Last Tuesday a group of 28 walkers and painters were welcomed in Otford and 

the following weekend a couple of cyclists visited another couple in Hardelot. On 4 September the young 

footballers would be playing return matches in Hardelot and it was hoped to arrange some tennis matches in 

September as well. Both Otford Primary School and St Michael’s were in contact with L’Ecole Louis Bleriot. It 

is hoped that a formal Charter confirming the Twinning relationship would be signed soon and the village 

would be kept informed of events as they are formalised. 

Finally support the Otford Village Fete on Bank Holiday Monday 30 May with its Circus theme and all its 

many attractions, was requested. 

 

18. ENVIRONMENT 

Cllr. Mrs Elizabeth Ward reported on the Environment Committee. 

Otford was extremely fortunate in having a number of open spaces to enjoy.  They were overseen by the 

Environment Committee of the Parish Council who met at various times during the year to discuss the 

management and necessary work  

Last spring saw the completion of the work on the Pond.  This year on the pond yellow iris was in bloom,  

golden tassels were on the sedge, and the colour of wild flowers on the islands and the graceful flowers of the 

water lilies were awaited.  It had been interesting to watch the visiting mallards raise their ducklings under the 

watchful eyes of our two resident Muscovies.  The large stones and wooden bollards placed in the verge had 

deterred the majority of cars and lorries destroying the surrounding grass, but it had been necessary to ‘plant’ a 

massive lump of ‘conglomerate’ (it’s not an odd bit of concrete but a stone that was on top of the north Downs 

in the ice age but over time came to rest in our cemetery site).  It had been moved to the verge opposite the 

pharmacy and appeared to be a good deterrent to wheels mounting the kerb at that corner. 

The Village Green, Palace Approach and Palace Field are maintained by local contractors employed by the 

Parish Council.  This spring the Girl Guides planted a Mulberry tree on Palace Approach to commemorate the 

centenary of the movement.  The long border abutting the wall of Pond House needed quite a bit of attention 

and was on the list of jobs to be done, hopefully by a voluntary working party.   

The two information boards in Palace Field needed to be replaced, and a group of folk from the Parish Plan 

Team and others were investigating possibilities. SDC had at long last paid for the removal of trees and weeds 

from the roof and walls of the Palace Tower.  Sadly there was still no money for any repairs although it was 

hoped the lightning conductor would be replaced from their budget.  It was hoped that future years would see a 

vast improvement of the tower and its surroundings, if grants could be obtained, and permission granted by 

English Heritage.   The Otford Society’s small environmental area by the gatehouse was lovely last year and  

the fruition of more ideas in the coming months was awaited. 

Palace Park Wood, the woodland on Sevenoaks Road (A225) adjoining Beadles Garage, was owned by the 

parish but managed by the Woodland Trust.  Last August they sponsored an Open Afternoon to celebrate 13 

years of the partnership and encourage families to learn more about the woodland.  A treasure hunt, nature trail, 

leaf rubbing, face painting and general information sheets was planned and these were enjoyed by those who 

came.  There was to be tree planting (240) by residents of Otford, in November, to celebrate 13 years of our 

partnership, but the weather set in for the worst winter for some years it  we may be able to complete the project 

this autumn. Although muddy in winter due to its low-lying situation, it was a great place for a short walk at 

any time of the year, being close to the village centre.  Numerous wild flowers and butterflies, can be seen 

there.   It was hoped to get funding to restore the pond that had always been on the site 

A longer walk by going along Long Lodge Lane (the little road that runs along the side of the Car Park and our 

Cemetery), going under the railway bridge and turning left into the 61½ acres known as Oxenhill Meadow and 

Shaw, now to be renamed Oxenhill Woods.  It was managed by SDC and a meeting was held twice a year with 

OPC Environment Committee and  Kemsing Parish Council Representatives to plan and arrange the work 

necessary.  The final stages of the second management plan would be sent to the Forestry Commission for their 

final approval in June.  Copies would be available later and used to seek funding to continue to maintain this 

unique site for future generations. Recently there had been a problem with fires being lit by irresponsible 

persons and on two occasions the fire brigade had to be called.  In view of the current long spell of dry weather 

it was imperative that fires do not occur again. If parishioners could keep your eyes open and report anything 

suspicious. 
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Another open space is the Chalkpit, accessed from the footpath from the station to Tudor Drive, or from an 

entrance on Pilgrim’s Way East, nearly opposite the North Downs Way path.  It was an ideal place for a game 

of football or rounders or picnics with family or friends. 

The Recreation Ground which is also very well used. 

The entrance gate area was to be improved in some way to make it less muddy in the winter months.  This 

Committee kept a watchful eye on the trees around the Recreation ground and at present is concerned about the 

two small oak trees planted in 2005 to commemorate the bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar.  They were 

looking poorly, together with the nearby oak on the far corner of the slope.  It is thought it could have been a 

disease attacking oaks, known as oak wilt, but yesterday it was learnt they were suffering from lime induced 

chlorosis. The bank they are on contains a lot of chalk.  The two young trees were to be lifted and planted 

elsewhere in the village on more suitable soil, where hopefully, they would recover or be replaced at a future 

date.    

Telston Park, an area of land between Willow Park and Telston Lane was given to the area many years ago by 

the owner as an open space to be enjoyed by the local residents.  Over the years small voluntary working parties 

had tidied up and this spring the North West Kent Countryside Volunteers would for two days on separate 

occasions, sadly it was not as tidy as expected.  It has been put on the list for a voluntary working party of 

villagers to help in the autumn.  Walking there on a few occasions recently celandines, violets, milkmaids, 

clary, geums, buttercups, dandelions, daisies, wild carrot otherwise known as Queen Ann’s Lace, bindweed, 

sorrel, forget-me-nots, arum lilies and pink cranesbill were all seen.  What a list already and  still in May.  The 

meadowsweet was growing well to give its strong sweet scent later on.  It is an area to be enjoyed and protected 

for the future. 

KCC recently sent a letter explaining the drastic cuts to funding for the maintenance of footpaths and asking if 

we would be prepared to take on some of the work.  There were some, which could benefit from some local 

attention, so I was hoping that a list of volunteers could be collated of those willing to give a few hours (or 

more) during the coming year to lend a hand. 

Although we employ a litter picker and he does sterling work, he can’t be everywhere all the time.  Please can 

we all be more litter conscious and if possible pick it up and put it in a bin or take it home for disposal. 

And finally Hale Lane Recreation ground, soon to be renamed Queen Elizabeth II Field, is to be revitalised,  

hopefully by grants. Otford is a lovely village surrounded by wonderful countryside, but suffers from traffic and 

the noise of motorways.   The Parish Plan would, hopefully, enable the village to achieve its community aims 

for Otford, to continue to be the best place to live and bring up our children. The car or other means of transport 

do not have to be used to find open spaces to enjoy: some are on our own doorstep together with a network of 

footpaths to go further afield 

 

19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS   

Questions were asked about roads, buses, dog fouling, footpaths and a shop loyalty scheme.  

 

 

Signed…………………….. 

 

 

Dated……………………… 

 

 

The meeting closed at 21.34hrs 

Full reports on file 
 


